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Project Safety Impact
Countermeasures That Work, 11th Edition (2023) recognizes that communications and
outreach are an essential component of effective speed enforcement programs,
establishing the evidentiary basis for the THSO's integrated media approach to speeding
prevention. The THSO utilizes both media branches — earned and paid — as part of a
communications plan aligned with the NHTSA Communications Calendar. This plan requires
cohesive collaboration to reinforce Tennessee law and change driver behavior, particularly
among the highest-risk demographic: Tennesseans 18 to 34 years old.

The THSO has engaged in a state interagency contractual agreement with Tennessee
Technological University (TTU) to provide media buying, marketing, and advertising services
in an effort to facilitate behavioral change. Services include feature design, production,
purchasing, and administrative reconciliation to assist the state in informing and educating
the public on traffic safety issues. The primary services encompass the purchasing and
creation of audio spots (radio and streaming), television (network and cable) time, social
media, digital advertising (display, pre-roll, native, and Over-the-Top Television [OTT]),
cinema ads, and Out-of-Home (OOH) to deliver speeding prevention messages across
Tennessee.

TTU employs a data-driven approach for media buys, utilizing statewide crash and fatality
statistics to most effectively engage the target audience, thereby reducing fatalities, injuries,
and associated economic losses resulting from speeding-related crashes.

The THSO's earned media efforts encompass traditional news media, digital news media,
and social media. The THSO will continue to pitch traditional news outlets including local
radio, television, and print newspapers, while substantially increasing digital
communications and social media efforts as internet technology advances.

The THSO often collaborates with traffic safety partners and community advocates to host
press events during media campaigns. Press events increase community support,
personalize the enforcement message, localize the issue, and spread awareness for crash
victims and their families. All THSO press events are video recorded, uploaded to YouTube,
and posted to social media.

Countermeasure: Communications (Media) — Speeding Prevention
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